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years. But they will certainly not give up on that account the
right they possess of being able to enter the Gape. Nor can passive
resisters be party to a Bill which deprives them of such a right.
That Mr. Fischer has accepted the marriage amendment, moved
by Mr. Advocate Alexander, shows, let us assume, a desire on his
part to meet us on the point. But, through no fault of Mr. Alexan-
der's, the amendment has a fatal defect in it. It requires re-regis-
tration at the place of celebration. Mr. Alexander does not know
that there is no system of registration of marriages in India. It is,
therefore, not possible to produce registration certificates. This
impossible requirement makes the amendment useless for the
very purpose for which it is intended.
Nor is registration necessary as a safeguard against the
introduction of undesirable women. In the first place, the amend-
ment requires the marriages to be celebrated in accordance with
the faiths of the respective parties. Indian marriages are accom-
panied with great solemnity and elaborate ceremonial, lasting for
days, and in some cases even months. Indeed, there is much
greater publicity and ceremonial about ordinary Indian marriages
than there is in the publication of banns that precede European
Christian marriages. This in itself acts as a perfect safeguard better
than any system of registration that could be devised. In the
second place, it is a well-known fact that there is hardly a case
on record during the past thirty years or more of an undesirable
Indian woman having been introduced, although Indian women
have entered until lately, on the mere verbal statement of their
husbands. It should, therefore, cause no difficulty to remove the
registration clause during the progress of the Bill in the Senate.
And if this marriage question is settled, and no other exist-
ing rights are taken away, and if the Free State difficulty is satis-
factorily solved, there will remain the one question of the exist-
ing right of the South Africa-born Indians. We can only hope
that the Senate will rise to the occasion, the Government will
see the necessity of fulfilling a solemn compact, and that this right
will be restored. But, if it is not, passive resisters will fight, we
have no doubt, on that single issue.
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